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Lab – Cytotoxic activity tests: Natural killer (NK) cells are cytotoxic innate lymphoid cells that can 

lyse cancerous or virally infected cells. Target cell recognition induces secretory lysosome exocytosis 

and the release of the cytotoxic contents of this organelle. During the NK cell degranulation, 

lysosomal-associated membrane protein-1 (LAMP-1 or CD107a) transiently appears on the surface of 

NK cells.flow cytometry.  In this laboratory session, we will demonstrate surface staining and 

degranulation tests for determining NK cell cytotoxic activity and analyses will be also discussed.  
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